
Valley View Elementary School 
PTO Agenda for Special Fundraising Meeting 
May 7, 2019 
Number of attendees:  
Board Members 

President Jessy Widmer Secretary Amy Casey 
Vice President Beth Thomas Treasurer Jerri Shultz 
2nd V. President Christi Urbanek 

 
*Jessy Widmer and Christi Urbanek went to a PTO convention in April and were able to meet with representatives from a 
variety of fundraising companies that specialize in school fundraising. They brought back some of the things they saw and 
presented them to the group.  
 

1. Diamond Fundraising 
a. Amy Kunes from Diamond Fundraising came to the meeting to present the different fundraisers this local 

company has to offer.  
b. They offer several catalogs of items the students can sell 
c. Amy showed us what other schools in our area made from doing these fundraisers 
d. There are several things we liked about the company 

i. The orders can be done online or in person which is great for families with out of town 
relatives/friends 

ii. PTO makes 40% of all the sales 
iii. Unique prize system- PTO and Diamond split the cost of the prizes/incentives for the students 
iv. All the products are delivered and pre-sorted for each student 

e. We decided to keep them in mind for future years, but we are not interested in this fundraiser for 
2019-2020 

 
2. Santa Shop  

a. Discuss the possibility of using a company to supply our Santa shop 
b. PTO members have buying and stocking Santa Shop the past couple years. This is a massive amount of 

work and no one has expressed interest in taking over for next year.  
c. Jessy and Christi met with representatives from Tri-C Distributors which is a local company that supplies 

items for Santa Shop.  
d. They guarantee a steady supply and we can customize the items we want in our Santa Shop.  
e. The group agreed to go with the company and Stephanie Klett agreed to be the chair person now that we 

are using a company.  
 

3. Stoller pastries vs. Gardner Pies 
a. Jessy and Christi met with a rep from Stoller and learned more about what they have to offer.  
b. They offer a wider variety of desserts and pastries 
c. The main selling point for the group is that the orders will be delivered to the school and the orders are 

pre-sorted for each student.  
d. The group decided to replace our Gardner Pie Sale with the Stoller Fundraising with the thought that we 

can always return to the Gardner Pie Sale in the future if this doesn’t work out.  
 

4. Spirit Sticks 
a. Spirit Sticks are small rectangular badges that would hang from students’ backpacks. They have 

hundreds to choose from and would be given out for special occasions or milestones 
b. The teachers, principal or PTO would have to purchase these and ideally they would be part of a bigger 

school initiative 
c. We all agreed they are very cute and the kids would love them, but we didn’t explore them too much at 

this meeting.  
d. No decisions were made about the Spirit Sticks at this time.  

 
5. Sugar Sticks 

a. Sugar Sticks are essentially large pixie sticks (approx 12”) that the students fill themselves. 



b. The flavored and colored sugar comes in bottles and the kids can fill a plastic tube with any color or flavor 
they want- kind of like sand art, but with sugar. 

c. The representatives were quick to tell Jessy and Christi that one sugar stick has the same amount of 
sugar as ½ bag of skittles 

d. These can be sold at events for a couple dollars and used as a fundraiser.  
e. Christi bought the supplies and used them at the 4th grade lock in and the kids loved them.  
f. We all agreed that we should find a way to work them into something this year.  

 
6. Mumkin Sale 

a. The PTO received a flyer from Fortmeyer & Sons out of Delaware, OH about a Mum sale.  
b. The mums are sold in pots that look like jack-o-lanterns, frankenstein, and a bat therefore they are called 

mumkins and mumsters 
c. Isham Elementary did the sale last year and it was successful, but the delivery and sorting was a lot of 

work.  
d. The group liked the idea and thought that we could turn the delivery day into a fall festival for Valley View 

families.  
 

 
 
 


